2022
Strengthening Communities Award
Up to $10,000 will be awarded
to community organizations in Charlotte County, Virginia
whose programs, services, or special projects
strengthen the community and enhance lives.
When SolUnesco develops a solar project, we are creating a long-term
neighbor and seek to support community residents, business owners,
schools, and county officials by bringing good jobs, economic growth,
improved county services, and many other lasting benefits of renewable
solar energy.
We are honored to support local organizations who are striving to make a
positive impact on the entire community.
The 2022 SolUnesco Strengthening Communities Awards are open to Charlotte County,
Virginia non-profits, charities, and schools, and will fund activities that directly and
positively impact county residents.

There are two opportunities to apply in 2022.
Award Cycle 1: CLOSED in March.
Award Cycle 2: Applications accepted between June 13 and July 8, 2022.

The following pages contain complete application instructions, eligibility requirements,
award categories, and other important details. Please review carefully.

The link to the online application can be found on the last page.

Application Overview and Eligibility

Online applications for the 2022 SolUnesco Strengthening Communities Awards will be
accepted from non-profit, charity, or school organizations whose work:
•
•
•
•

Directly benefits residents of Charlotte County, Virginia
Enhances wellbeing and contributes to overall thriving,
Develops community connection and engagement
Addresses a pressing need

*Please note that non-profit organizations that are affiliates of for-profit organizations
ARE eligible.
Eligible programs, services, or projects may be:
•
•
•

Long-term, short-term, or ongoing
New or already existing
Recipients of other funding

SolUnesco will fund up to $2,500 per application and seeks to provide multiple awards
in each cycle.

Deadline
Online applications for Award Cycle 1 must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. Eastern on
Saturday, March 19, 2022.
*We will provide paper applications upon request. Please note that we will not accept
paper applications received after the deadline. SolUnesco is not responsible for delays
due to weather, carrier issues, or other external factors. We will only accept complete
applications.
We encourage applicants to submit electronically. We welcome questions about the
application or process at Strengthening.Communities@solunesco.com.
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Award Categories
Our Strengthening Communities program seeks to fund a broad range of activities. If
your project, program, or service falls into one of the following categories, we would
welcome the opportunity to support your efforts.
Topics within each category are general suggestions. You may inquire about which
category best fits your application.

Animals and Wildlife
Wildlife conservation; habitat protection and conservation; hunting and fishing
conservation; pet and domestic animal welfare; service animals.

Arts and Culture
Visual or performing arts; music; dance; film and television; writing; journalism;
videography; animation; podcasts; theater; storytelling; libraries; literacy.

Recreational Development
Parks; youth or adult sports; parks and outdoor recreation; indoor sporting and
recreation; boating; fishing and hunting; beautification.

Education
Workforce development; vocational training; tutoring; early childhood education; special
education; disability access; tuition assistance; college applications; graduation
assistance.

Environmental Conservation
Clean energy; water conservation; land conservation; climate change; recycling; waste
management; forestry; carbon reduction.

Health and Wellness
Disease prevention, treatment, and management; health screenings; infant and youth
development; disability diagnostics; maternal health; geriatric health; chronic diseases;
mental health; in-home health care; traveling health care; medication management;
hearing and vision; pain management.

Human Services
Disability access services; veteran services; elder care; hospice care; affordable
housing; disaster relief; Covid-19 relief; current and formerly incarcerated services;
addiction services; food pantries; poverty relief; alleviating homelessness.
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Application Requirements
In the online application for the 2022 SolUnesco Strengthening Communities Awards
(Charlotte County), you'll tell us about yourself, your organization, and the program,
service, or project you'd like funded.
Part 1: Contact Information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Valid email address (We will send all application updates and announcements
via email)
Applicant’s name
Organization’s name
Applicant’s role or job title
Contact phone number
Organization address
Organization website

Part 2: Organization Background
We'd like to know more about your organization's history, mission, who you currently
serve, and especially how you help improve the lives of people in Charlotte County.
You may answer the questions as thoroughly as you like, but approximately 150 words
per answer should be sufficient.
At the end of the application, you have the option to upload supporting documents like
annual reports, financial statements, testimonials, or other items you'd like to share to
help us understand your organization better.
•

Please tell us about the history of your organization.

•

Please provide the names and titles of your leadership team members.

•

If your organization has a Board, please provide Board members' names here.

•

What is your organization's mission?

•

Please provide your revenues for each of the years 2020 and 2021. (These
revenue numbers should match your IRS Form 990. If you need to explain any
discrepancies, please upload a brief supplemental document.)

•

Please provide a full list of your organization's funders during fiscal years 2020
and 2021. You may enter names or upload a list at the end of the application.
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Section 3: Your Program, Service, or Project
Now we'd like to learn more about how you will use your award and who you'll be
serving with the funds. Please be as specific as possible about the community need you
are meeting and the impact you will have.
•

Which category best describes your program, service, or project?
Animals and Wildlife
Arts and Culture
Recreational Development
Education
Environmental Conservation
Health and Wellness
Human Services

•

How much funding does your idea need? (You may request up to $2,500.)

•

Tell us about why the community needs your program, project, or service.

•

Please provide a description of how community members in Charlotte County will
benefit from your idea. We value programs and services that are both effective
and creative.

•

Let us know how you will use your funds. You can break down the approximate
costs of your main activities along with a general description of your spending
timeline.

•

To remain eligible for award funding, are you willing to provide a copy of 1) a
Certificate of Good Standing (available from the state in which your entity is
registered) and 2) your Internal Revenue Service determination of nonprofit
status?

•

If awarded funds, we ask that you provide SolUnesco with a 1-page report on
how you used your funds and measured your impact. Do you agree to provide
this information within one year of receiving the funds?

•

If awarded funds, we ask that SolUnesco be given permission to publicize your
organization's name and logo.

•

Please upload any supporting documents you'd like to share that can help
showcase your organization's strengths and impact. You may upload your list of
funders and/or financial information here.
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Judging Criteria
Applications will be judged on two (2) distinct merits.

Community Impact (67%)
• Importance of need
• Direct benefit to Charlotte County, Virginia residents
• Strength and reach of impact
• Clearly contributes to wellbeing and thriving
• Develops community connection and engagement
• Uniquely and creatively addresses a pressing community need
• Uses innovate and effective approaches, techniques, or solutions to benefit
community members

Planning (33%)
• Thorough explanation and understanding of community need
• Specific and transparent budget for the use of funds
• Clearly identified population(s) to receive benefit and impact
• Adequate staffing, infrastructure, and other required resources
• Feasible timeline
Each merit will be scored on a scale of 1-5, with the following rankings:
5 – Exemplary
4 – Above Average
3 – Average
2 – Below Average
1 – Ineligible
Applications that receive the highest average score among all the judges will be named
a 2022 SolUnesco Strengthening Communities Award Winner. Winners may receive
part or all of their requested funding amount, depending on the number of highest
scoring applicants in the pool. In other words, we may fund 4 projects of $2,500 each or
6 projects of $1,667 or 8 projects at $1,250.
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Additional Notices
By submitting this application, you affirm that the applicant organization is a) a nonprofit
recognized under section 501 of the Internal Revenue code by the IRS; b) is in good
standing under applicable state laws; and c) that the organization has the power and
authority to conduct the activities contemplated by this application.
All applicants who are awarded funding agree to use their award for activities for
charitable purposes only.
SolUnesco and agents acknowledge that any information identified as confidential or
proprietary will be handled as defined in the Confidentiality provisions.
Awards are granted on an objective and nondiscriminatory basis under the guidelines of
this document.

Contact SolUnesco
Please email us any time at Strengthening.Communities@solunesco.com for the fastest
response to your inquiry.
You may also call us at (434) 216-1900. We will respond to phone inquiries within 1-2
business days.

Thank you for your interest in the 2022 SolUnesco Strengthening Communities Award.

Go to the online application:
https://forms.gle/9znM7UDNpp3yWg4X6

SolUnesco 2022 Strengthening Communities Award Instructions

7

